KEEPING PACE WITH K-12 DIGITAL LEARNING
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Arkansas Virtual High School)
served supplemental online
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Student choice for publicly funded fully
online schools?
Student choice for publicly funded supplemental
online courses?
SVS or another publicly funded option for private /
homeschool students?
Prior public school attendance requirement for
online schools?
Online caps by class, school, district, or statewide?

ARVA is allowed
to have no more
than 500 non-prior
public students.
On statewide
enrollments and
students per class
in virtual schools,
for synchronous
courses only.

PD requirement for online teachers?

One virtual
charter school,
Arkansas Virtual
Academy (ARVA),

served 1,334
students in
SY 2013–14.

State approval process for online providers?

A digital
(online or
blended) course
requirement is
effective in
SY 2014–15.

State approval process for online courses?
Online learning requirement for students?

SY 2013-14 pilots
were online, but
requirement is
“digital” (online
or blended).

End-of-course exams?
Separate state reporting of online course
enrollments?

In 3 subjects.

Arkansas has one main supplemental program, one fully online school, and a
digital learning graduation requirement. In SY 2013–14 Virtual Arkansas served 3,734 online
supplemental courses to students in 149 schools, an 87% enrollment increase. In summer 2014 Virtual
Arkansas assumed the responsibilities of the former Arkansas Distance Learning (ARDL) Consortium, and
now manages all state distance learning services.135 There is one fully online statewide charter school,
Arkansas Virtual Academy (ARVA), which served 1,334 students in grades K–8 in SY 2013–14. A statewide
digital (online or blended) learning requirement that was piloted in some districts in SY 2013–14 is in effect
for all students statewide as of SY 2014–15 for students graduating in 2018.
In SY 2014–15 Virtual Arkansas is completing a transition into the role of primary coordinator of digital
learning services, replacing first Arkansas Virtual High School (AVHS, the state virtual school since 2000)
in 2012, and then the former Arkansas Distance Learning Consortium (ARDL) in 2013. In addition to
serving 3,734 supplemental course enrollments in SY 2013–14, there were roughly 12,000 digital students
enrolled through the ARDL consortium (the same number as in SY 2012–13). These will all be Virtual
Arkansas students from SY 2014–15, as ARDL is now part of Virtual Arkansas. Arkansas school districts pay
a $2,500 annual membership fee to schedule courses with state-approved, state-funded providers, which
is supplemented by an additional charge of $25 per student (reduced to $15 per student for content-only
services). Previously four providers delivered courses synchronously using compressed interactive video.
However, from SY 2014–15 no synchronous courses are available; all materials are available through the
Moodle learning management system only.
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PROFILES

Virtual Arkansas is managed by the state coordinator of K–12 digital learning, in partnership with the
education service cooperatives (ESC) of Arkansas. It is funded through an annual Arkansas Department of
Education (ADE) grant, managed by the Arch Ford ESC, the fiscal agent for Virtual Arkansas. In SY 2013–14,
it added two new campuses (for three total), located and managed by other cooperatives.136 “Team Digital,”
newly established for SY 2014–15, is comprised of the state coordinator and six digital learning support
specialists who work within designated ESCs. School districts and schools not participating in Virtual
Arkansas may offer digital courses through state-approved providers. Courses offered by providers not
already approved by the state must be approved by ADE through a separate process.137
Arkansas’s only statewide virtual charter school, ARVA, is operated by K12 Inc. The ARVA enrollment cap
was raised from 500 to 3,000 for SY 2013–14;138 the school is allowed to have no more than 500 non-prior
public students. In SY 2013–14 it served 1,334 fully online students, a 167% increase.139 ARVA operates as
its own school district and is funded through the same student average daily membership (ADM) formula as
other open-enrollment public charter schools.
Online learning is guided by the ADE Rules Governing Distance Learning that were updated in 2012, which
established guidelines requiring a calendar and bell schedule aligned with local schools to allow students to
“optimally participate in synchronous distance learning and local courses.”140 Act 1280 (2013),141 the Digital
Learning Act of 2013, expanded on these rules as follows:
•

Presented criteria for becoming an approved digital provider, including mapping to state standards and
utilizing teachers not necessarily certified by the state, and required the ADE annually publish a list of
approved providers; 23 providers were approved for SY 2014–15 as of August 1, 2014.142

•

Created a digital learning requirement that was piloted in SY 2013–14, and expanded statewide in SY
2014–15. All public school districts and charter schools must provide at least one digital (online or
blended) learning course with outcomes measurable through student assessment. Students graduating
in 2018 are the first with this requirement in place.

•

Prevented the SBE from limiting the number of digital learning courses for which a student may receive
credit and ensured that courses may be used as both primary and secondary methods of instruction.

•

Directed the house committee on education and the senate committee (in collaboration with the
ADE, the department of information systems, and Arkansas service providers) to prepare a study on
methods to deliver a quality digital learning environment in each school district and public charter
school. The report was delivered in May 2014.143

To address the urgency of implementing the statewide digital learning requirement (and putting in place
a provider approval process), “emergency basis” rules were in effect from February 13, 2014 to June 18,
2014. These, in conjunction with the May 2014 study, resulted in the Rules Governing the Digital Learning
Act of 2013 (June 2014), which clarifies the definitions of “online learning,” “blended learning,” “digital
learning,” and “digital learning provider.” A full digital learning provider application is included.144
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